


The Court found in its September 8, 2022 Order on Motions for Sanctions that it
must award the Plaintiffs’ the costs and fees incurred in filing the Plaintiffs’ Motion for
Sanctions and Contempt against Ammon Bundy (filed August 12, 2022) and Plaintiffs’
appearance at the hearing on September 6, 2022 for this discovery violation.

The Plaintiffs’ timely filed a request for $6,769.80 in fees that for 12.8 hours to
prepare and file the Motion for Sanctions and attend the September 6, 2022 hearing on
that motion, and then an additional 5.7 hours to prepare and file the request for attorney
fees. Plaintiffs state this is a discounted rate charged to this client and argues, “this
amount is not the total amount actually incurred but rather a core, conservative amount
of the fees unquestionably caused by Bundy’s disobedience to the Court.”

Idaho Rule of Civil Procedure 54(e) governs the award of attorney fees and
subsection (3) of that rule sets for the factors that the Court must consider in awarding
fees which include the time and labor required; the novelty and difficulty of the
questions; the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly and the experience
and ability of the attorney in the particular field of law; the prevailing charges for like
work; whether the fee is fixed or contingent; the time limitations imposed by the client or
the circumstances of the case; the amount involved and the results obtained; the
undesirability of the case; the nature and length of the professional relationship with the
client; awards in similar cases; the reasonable cost of automated legal research, if the
court finds it was reasonably necessary in preparing a party's case; and any other factor
which the court deems appropriate in the particular case. “Rule 54(e)(3) does not
require the district court to make specific findings in the record, only to consider the
stated factors in determining the amount of the fees. When considering the factors,
courts need not demonstrate how they employed any of those factors in reaching an
award amount.” Lettunich v. Lettunich, 145 ldaho 746, 750, 185 P.3d 258, 262 (2008).
As a general rule, with regard to fees, “The determination to award or not award
attorney fees is committed to the discretion of the trial court.” Foster v. Shore Club
Lodge, Inc., 127 Idaho 921, 927, 908 P.2d 1228, 1234 (1995). “The bottom line in an
award of attorney fees is reasonableness.” Lettunich, 145 ldaho at 750, 185 P.3d at
262. Reasonableness and other attorney fee determinations, “are a discretionary

matter for the trial court and are reviewed under an abuse of discretion standard.” Sun
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